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MUNGPAL GOL
DU ASSUAED

President Lesley Announces
That Plot of Ground at
Cobbs Creek Park Secured

Individual Championship Tourney
Open to Players in Future Whose
IMaximum Is Ten Storkes or Under

A mumipal golf cour<e, open specually
to the polhng pubhie of this aty and s
vieinty, 18 now assured and wall become
a reabty eathh the coming summer, this
statement bemngz made a= nfficial by lob-
ert W Ledev, o1 the Meroon Crichet
Club, who 12 also ‘-wuule'lu of the Golf
Assocuation of Plaladeiphia at the an-
nual meeting of the as=ociation held last
might at the Adelphia Hotel Mr, Lecley,
alonz with seven presulents of the varions
golf clube 1n this vieimity. has been work-
ing on the project for the last two years
and through their efforts a plot of ground
lias_been allotted for the public course
in Cobb’s Creek P’ark, which is eloce to
the aty, within fite minutes’ walk of
two trelley ines and can be reaclied from
almo~t any part of the oty for a five
cent fare.

1t 15 the intention of those responsible
ior the laying out of the course to enfa
experts who wnill rupervise the whole
afian with a view of havinz a publie
*| golt vour~e second to none 1n the country
and the equal of any 1n the world, accord-
ing to U'resident Lecley . who 1< aleo eharr-
man of the Commitice of Presidents,
who had the matter in hand. “‘In]el
nothing definite has 1ot bLeen decided
upon when the courre wil be opened, 1t
nas annodanced last mizht that at least
three of tine holes will be ready for play I
either the latter part of .\pnilnr early
m Mav. Thete will be cighteen hales!
laid. pining the public an opportunity to
| become hetter sversed in tne qualities of
'} the game by actual partapation without,
having to pav a cent for the privilege
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Drives and Putts
Being Gossip About Golf and Golfers
By Joe Bunker

2/

IHE most wnpoitant announceimnent
made at the annual mecting of the
Pluladelphia Golf Association was
that concerning the pubi golf

cogr<e i Cobl's Creeh Park. For more
than ten years cfforts have been made
0 interest the Fairmount Park {ommus-
sioners in the project, but most of these
efiorts lached both enthuzrzsm and hand

work

It was not unul two vears ago. when
Rolert W Lesley appointed a comumttee
ot zot <dub presidents that the work
wrogressed  Faerv scction of Famrmount
*arn was vsited m an effort to tind a
<ection which would accommodate iteelt
to a pubhe course, but while there are
00 odd acres in the l'ark none was
available and meant cither a short course
cr the destruction of treces. The frst
¢d not ot the players and the last
was <omctlunz tuat the cominmisuioners
nould not tolerate. R
Fortunatel: , the new Coblr's Creek Tark
solved the situatien  There are wover
0 acres there, so the northwestern end
of 1t was tahen for goif purposes and
rstead of having a short course pat-
terned eo far as distances are concern
after Palm Beach and numerous other
Flonda re<orts I’hiladelplia will have a
real eighteen-hole course with a playing
length of (x} yamls, or about as long
as Whitemarsh, the longest course 1n this

cita .

The trouble with the pubbe courses in
New Yorh and Clucago and other «en
tres 15 that lLecause of the 1estmhicted
srea of ground there are too many short
holes, and tlus on a public course where
tlhe plavers are not as prohcient as at
the club: 1~ a ven serious problem, as
1t accentuales the congestion The grouna
at Cobb's Creek 1s mlhnz and on no
lesa than seven holes the «rech iteelf
will be veed a5 a hazard and on cne
liole the stream acts as a double hazard.

® ® ®

In orde. that thae mav be as lutle
congest;on ac nosible there are two holes
v hiere 1t will he newessary for the playvers
tc walk a hundred vards or more  This
will allow the players ahead to gel out
of the way more quickly and should cut
down the vongestion to a mmmmum >uch
experts as Hugh Wilson, who lad out
the Merion and Seaview courses, (George
Klauder, one of the constructors of the
Arommmink course, aed Ab Smth, who
has done a lot for the Huntingdon Val-
ley couree, have jaid out the course mn
Cohbs Creek PPark and work will bemin
in the early spring. There are o many
natural Lazards that this problem has
not been much of a bother to the golt
architects.

The chief recon.merndation for any pub-
hic course, outside of the links it<elt, 1s
the matetr of accesability and low fares
Two street car hines will tahe the players
within a verv few mnutes’ walk of the
course, and it 15 accessible from the cen-
tre of the ¢ty 1o such an extent that
orly tnenty minutles are required to get
there  Later on there mill be at least
on2 stittion of the Philadelplua and
W csterr: on the property. [Derhaps the
chief arcument that was made nﬁamst
the public course was that 1t would he
monopolized v persons who are already
golfers  As a matter of fact there ale
80 mars. more advantages belonging to
member<lups m pnivate clubs that iery
few club colfers will use the public
courses. Naturally, the couree will be
tun on_strictly business principles and
the esrly bird gets the worm cast, to
I;mra hras* an old saw The result will
)e that after some of the golfers have
tried out the new course they will go
back to their own clubs and leave the
course to the general public

Golf, outside of pole, yachting and a
few other sports that belong to the
wealthy class, 18 the most eapensive of
games. 1t costs the club member any-
where from $250 a vear and upwards.
1t has been this cost that has kept boys
particuiarly from playing it. The nbfac
courge will do awav with all this. H'here
will be 2 nominal charge for playing over
the course and a small tax for the loch-
ers. Anvone that needs clubs will have
no trouble getting them for nothing from
any io]f club in the city. ll»lemad.e balls
are cheap, so that the initial expense will
not be go great

It has taken us ten years or more to
gel the ]!\'ubllc course. but the wait 1s
worth while, for we get something very
good and not an imutation. The chances
are that the course will become so pop-
ular that before two or three 3cars lmm
will be a strong demand for more courses.
Just to show how popular the links are
at Chicago on one of the publbc courses
more than 230,000 persons played there

t yvear and during the summer months
some of the ﬁ}:]‘ﬂﬂi were there at dawn
in order 1o sure of playing. Many
of the Chicagoans play before brealfast
and instead of going to ball games on
Faturday afternoone and Sunday there
were hundreds who plaved golf instead.

* * ®



Philadelphia Inquirer
January 31, 1915

A Municipal Golf Course

All who are golf enthusiasts will bz interested to
know that the work of preparing a municipal golf
course is to be started in the spring and that a por-
tion of this will be ready for players before the sum-
mer is over. The proposition has been agitated for
some years, and while a majority of the members of
the Fairmount Park Commission were friendly to the
§dea, its fulfillment has been postponed because of
the difficulty of finding a suitable plot large enough
for the purpose. The new Cobb's Creek Park has hap-
pily solved the problem, and it is there that the munici-
pal golf grounds are to be located. The new course
will have a playing length of 6400 yards, equal in that
vespect to the best in the country, and the soil will
perkniit of the construction of thoroughly up-to-date
lin

Plnladelphia is the last of the bir munierdalities to
afford free golf to the people. Chicago, Boston, Pitts-
burgh, New York and even Seattle built such courses
some years ago. But, as if to atone for this delay, the
municipal links in this city will not be excelled by any
public golf grounds in the United States. The new
grounds will be accessible from all parts of the city
and within twenty minutes’ ride of the City Hall. The
charges will be nominal, so that those who have the
desire to play the game, but have herectofore been de-
terred by reason of the cost or the impossibility of
joining any one of the various clubs, will now find the
handicap of expense removed. The fact that there are
now nearly a million golfers in this country makes its
followers inclined to call it, next to baseball, the na-
tional game, although we think some of our Scotch
friends may be inclined to dispute this claim.

Those who are in a position to speak intelligently pre-
dict that the Cobb’s Creek links will prove to be a
great success. Indeed, 250,000 played on thé municipal
golf links in Chicapo last year, which would indicate
little doubt of the popularity of the Philadelphia links.
There is a reason for the growing demand for golf. It
is the ideal form of exercise for those who have reached
or passed middle age, and it is the means of giving
pure zir and sunshine to thousands who would other-
wise never think of going after those requisites.
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